@ATAVENTO

climate intelligence-

Factsheet32 - July2026 - catavento.biz

clarissa.lins@catavento.biz - bruna.mascotte@catavento.biz - tamara.fain@catavento.biz - marialuiza.miraglia@catavento.biz - ana.guimaraes@catavento.biz

Challenges and opportunities of Brazilian corn ethanol in the global landscape

i As corn ethanol continues to expand its role in Brazil's energy mix year after year, Catavento set out an initiative to better
v understand the drivers behind this growth and assess its potential implications for the energy transition and security globally. This
factsheet summarizes the findings from a research project and an engagement process with 40+ stakeholders!

y. This analysis is relevant in a context in which liquid biofuels are expected to hold a complementary role in the global energy
.II transition alongside electrification. By 2050, the International Energy Agency projects that the liquid biofuels’ share in total global
energy consumption should increase from ~1% today to 3% in both STEPS and NZE scenarios??

A 23% rise in global biofuels demand is expected by 2030 Brazil is the second-largest ethanol producer globally
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To unlock its full potential, Brazilian stakeholders should strengthen the competitiveness and sustainability narrative of corn ethanol by focusing on
three strategic priorities’:

* Capitalize on short-term market opportunities by positioning corn ethanol as a long-term contributor to energy security;

» Strengthen market fundamentals by expanding long-term demand through supportive policies (e.g. mandates) and carbon pricing, investing in
enabling infrastructure, and reinforcing Brazil's image as a reliable supplier;

* Build international confidence by demonstrating robust sustainability performance through verified data, enhanced traceability, strategic
engagement in multilateral forums, and advocacy for harmonized certification and carbon accounting frameworks.

The IEA’s Stated Policies Scenario (STEPS) is a scenario based on current policies, announced measures, and official government plans that are considered likely to be implemented, without assuming the achievement
of long-term climate targets. The Net Zero Emissions by 2050 Scenario (NZE) is a normative scenario that outlines the pathway to achieve net zero emissions from the global energy sector by 2050, consistent with
limiting long-term global warming to around 1.5°C. " Distillers Dried Grains (DDGs) are a nutrient-rich animal feed co-product produced during corn ethanol production from the non-fermented components of corn,
including protein, fiber, fat, and minerals
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